Grade 4, Unit Of Study 2

Boxes and Bullets: Personal and Persuasive Essays

SESSION 4 HOMEWORK

Using Elaboration Prompts
to Grow Ideas

Elaborating on First Thoughts

Tonight, practice using some of the elaboration prompts at home. Have a little conversation with yourself while you are walking down the street or brushing your teeth or looking out the window. For example, you can walk down the street and pick a prompt out of the air. Say to yourself “I’m learning that. . . .” Fill in the sentence in a way that surprises you. Then add on. Say another prompt: “For example. . . .” Or try more complicated elaboration prompts (they’re the later ones on your list), like “I used to think that . . . but now I think that. . . .” “What surprises me about this is . . .” or “Many people think . . . but I think. . . .”

When you do this work, try to make sure that you don’t only say these phrases but that you use them. Use the phrases to make your initial idea become richer, more complex, and more original. Suppose I say, “I like dogs” and add, “This is important because. . . .” But then I simply say, “It just is,” and add, “Furthermore, I like cats, too.” I wouldn’t be using these terms as tools for thought. What a difference there would be if instead my thought train went like this:

I like dogs. This is important to me because my mother’s dogs sometimes seem to matter as much to her as we, her children, do. I find myself growing up to be like her. Furthermore, now that my oldest son is going off to college, I’ve been thinking of getting myself a new puppy.

Most of your homework tonight won’t be written. It will instead be thought, said, or lived. But also, in your writer’s notebook, re-create and extend one train of thought, one that leads you into especially provocative areas.
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