Grade 4, Unit Of Study 2

Boxes and Bullets: Personal and Persuasive Essays

SESSION 2 HOMEWORK

Collecting Ideas as Essayists

Growing Small Particles/Sparks into Big Ideas

Writers, one thing that writers do is reread old writing and mark a bunch of places in their entries that spark new thoughts. Look for places that make you wonder or remind you of something or realize something new.

Tonight, I want you to do that, and then try to take some of those little sparks and turn them into longer pieces. Pretend they are like little hot embers. If you keep fanning and blowing and working on hot embers, they will eventually catch flame and produce a roaring fire.

Today, when they were working in a partnership, Alejandro showed Chris how he asked questions in his entry to get some new ideas. That helped Chris get some sparks for new ideas like “It’s not okay to only think about yourself,” and now Chris can write a whole new entry just about this little spark and see where it leads her.

I notice that some kids are not dressed nice on picture day. Why do kids not dress nice on picture day? Do they even care how they look for their pictures? If they don't I certainly do. I think that their parents should make their kids wear nice clothes for picture day don't you? The kids responsibility is to make sure they look nice because they are going to have that picture forever and it is not fair for the kids who look nice. The kids who look nice really care that their picture looks good. I am one of those kids who wants to look nice.

So, tonight let’s take our little sparks of thought and push ourselves to keep working and writing about them. Let’s keep pushing ourselves to write, “What’s really important about this is . . .” and “this matters because. . . .” Let’s keep working at our little sparks of thought until our ideas become fiery and passionate!
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