Grade 4, Unit Of Study 1

The Arc of Story: Writing Realistic Fiction

SESSION 20 Homework

Studying a Mentor Text
for Punctuation
Writers, as we near the end of this unit, and we get ready to move on from fiction to other genres, I want to remind you that no matter what we are studying in class, or even after you leave me and work with other writing teachers, that you always have a teacher available, whenever you need help for something. You already know these teachers as “mentor authors.” We’ve talked a lot about them during this unit—how you can turn to mentor authors for inspiration, for ideas for structures, to study beginnings and endings. But did you know that we can also look to mentor authors for more technical things, like punctuation?

Tonight, when you go home, I want you to pull out a mentor fiction story, ideally one you know very well, such as Fireflies! This time, I’d like you to study it for punctuation. How does this author use quotation marks with dialogue? How does she use commas? Paragraphs? Choose a few lenses to look through; focus on things you know you need to pay more attention to in your own writing. Then go back to your story and apply some of what you learned from your mentor author to your draft.
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