Grade 4, Unit Of Study 1

The Arc of Story: Writing Realistic Fiction

Session 9 Homework

Noticing Setting on Television

Tonight I’m going to ask you to do something you probably haven’t heard me ask before. I want you to spend a little time watching television. It can be a movie or a TV show, whichever your grown-ups say you can watch. I’d like you to watch a little bit with your writer’s notebook in your lap. As you watch, look for the setting. Try to watch a part where the setting stays the same for a little bit. Watch, for example, a scene in a living room or in a park. While you’re watching, jot a few notes about what you notice about the setting. Can you tell what the weather is? What time it is? Day or night? What colors do you see? What’s high up in the setting? What’s low? What does the camera show with more detail?

Once you’ve jotted a few notes, I’d like you to think about which parts of the setting helped you, as the viewer, understand the story more deeply. Then make some notes on your draft, suggesting ways you can weave more setting details into the draft when you come to school tomorrow.
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