Grade 4, Unit Of Study 1

The Arc of Story: Writing Realistic Fiction

Session 6 Homework
Reading the Work of Other
Authors for Inspiration
Sometimes when we are starting a new story, we stop and take some time to get inspired. We reread some our favorite fiction stories and we look for new stories we’ve never read before. We do this to find techniques that other authors have used that we can emulate, sure, but we do this for another even more important reason. We read other writers’ work because it can change what we’re feeling inside. When I reread parts of some of my favorite books, like Because of Winn-Dixie or Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry, I get goose bumps. I get excited because those books are just so good. I want to write stories that are that good; I want to write stories that give people goose bumps the way Kate DiCamillo and Mildred Taylor give me goose bumps.

Writers, give yourselves the time to be inspired by the fiction writers you know and love. Tonight, pull out a book or two that you’ve read and loved. Don’t limit yourself to chapter books, either. Often some of the best stories are in picture books. Look through these books and put a sticky note wherever you find a place you love, one that gives you goose bumps. Read that part again and again. Read it aloud. Then, put the book aside and bring out your draft. Reread what you’ve written so far. Perhaps you’ll find yourself drafting or even revising!
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