Grade 4, Unit Of Study 1

The Arc of Story: Writing Realistic Fiction

SESSION 3 HOMEWORK

Fleshing Out Secondary Characters
We’ve spent the last few days getting to know our main characters. Yet we all know that there are other characters in our stories: secondary characters. They are important characters and deserve our attention because they really help to make our stories believable. It’s not enough for us to have a great main character if all the other characters in our story seem like we rushed through them.
Tonight for homework, take a look at the secondary characters in your story idea. Try some of the same work with a secondary character that you did with your main character. You can make an internal/external T-chart or explore different things about them that we have on our lists. Whichever you try, the most important thing to keep in mind is that writers know all the characters in their stories well, not just the main characters.
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